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L) children receiving gifts at the end of the initiation R) celebrating with a feast, singing & dancing at Kath’s nurturer’s house.  

Celebrations!  
We’ve had a really great couple of months here in Mozambique and, for possibly the first time ever, we only have good 
news stories to share! The months of August & September are often the time when the surrounding villages conduct their 
initiation ceremonies. Groups of girls and boys spend a number of weeks (separately) in initiation compounds on the 
outskirts of the village where they learn cultural songs, proverbs and dances among other things that teach them about 
Yawo culture and respect and prepare them for adulthood. The boys are also circumcised.  

This year, Cam was invited to attend the boys initiation to share bible stories! It was a great opportunity and demonstrated 
to us just how well Cam has been adopted into our village community. At the end of the initiation time, a ceremony is held 
where the children receive gifts (cool drinks, cakes and money), a feast is held and there’s a party with dancing and 
singing. We attended a number of these with our neighbours and had a great time. It’s always nice to be together with a 
big group for a happy occasion rather than a funeral!  

Earlier this week, we were invited to attend the wedding of my nurturers daughter (bottom left). It was the first time we’d 
been to a wedding in the village so it was a fun experience! About 50 or so people gathered in the backyard of Kath’s 
nurturer’s house where the shehe (leader of the mosque) conducted a small ceremony and guests danced, sang, ate and 
gave the newlyweds some donations to help them out.  

This weekend, we’re off to an all night party to celebrate with one of our friends who is being inducted as chief of his 
village! Not quite sure how we’ll stay awake… certainly never is a dull moment here! 

L) The wedding ceremony - the bride and groom sit together underneath a blue cloth. R) dancing in the village after the initiation ceremony.  



L) The water hole in our neighbouring village R) Water divining with Kath’s nurturer - Adija and Cam’s nurturer - Nikiss. 

On the hunt for water 
We found a local bore drilling crew who were here to do a number of community wells and invited them to come and dig 
ours too. After spending almost a week drilling through rock with some slightly dodgy equipment… they thought they’d 
had success. All of the casings were put in place and we put our new pump into the bore to test it our properly. 
Unfortunately, it turned out that there wasn’t much water at all and so we’re now going to have to get them to come back 
and start again. Thankfully, they’re really nice guys and haven’t tried to pull a swifty on us. All going well, they will be back 
next week to try again. We’ve had some fun trying out some water divining teechniques. The guys here use an old glass 
coke bottle filled with water and placed on an outstretched palm - when the bottle tips, it means there is water below! Cam 
was a bit dubious but I can’t see how it’s any better or worse than the pieces of wire he was carrying around in the hope 
they’d cross over. 

Time Out 

We had a wonderful holiday to the Mozambican coast in August. We stopped along the way to visit some friends 
and went hiking and abseiling on a moutain near their house. We spent a week on Mozambique Island with the 
Goods exploring the historic buildings, forts and museum. After that we met more friends for a trip to another 
island off the coast where we swam with dolphins and went on a huge hike through the mangroves. It was such 
a great time away! Just last weekend, we hosted “Ski Camp” at the lake here in Niassa. 44 people gathered 
(missionary families & kids) to spend the weekend on the water and learning more about who Jesus is! We were 
blessed with the most perfect skiiing weather ever and a wonderful bunch of campers! It was a blast! 

L) Lake Malawi on the Mozambican side - skiing, sunsets & outdoor movie night! R) Beecks on holidays!  



You can pray with us about… 

• Praise God we had a wonderful holiday and came back feeling refreshed and energised! 

• Praise God that our friend’s infected foot healed up well!  

• Pray for our friends Tina and Catarina who are both due to have babies in the next couple of months.  

• Praise God for the opportunity to be a part of a lot of fun celebrations here and for the chance to share about Jesus 

with some of the kids! 

• Praise God that we recieved our Mozambican ID/visa cards - they make crossing the border a lot easier!  

• Pray for Jack who is getting his braces on in a few weeks time.  

• Praise God for another great term of school finishing well - the kids are doing an amazing job.  

• Pray for a great strategic conference for our Yawo Team and a couple of days retreat together in early October.  

• Pray that when the bore drilling team return, they’ll be able to find much more water!  

• Praise God that we’ve all kept fit & healthy! 

• Pray for us as we continue to learn Ciyawo and more about the culture here.  

• Pray for a group that Cam is meeting with in a village called Massangano - they’re enjoying working through bible 

stories together.  

• Pray for wisdom, patience and courage for us as we daily seek to follow God’s leading.  

• Pray for a teacher! We’d love someone to come and teach so Kath can spend more time out and about.  

Thanks so much everyone for your support, prayers and encouragement! We appreciate it very much.  

Love, the Beecks.


