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Harvest 

Almost all of friends and neighbours here in Massangulo are subsistence farmers. When it finally comes time to harvest - 
it’s a pretty exciting time! One of friends spent every spare moment he had for about 3 weeks travelling the 8km from his 
home to his farm to harvest his maize. He would often go after work, sleep at the farm overnight and then head back to 
work in the morning. When it was all finished, he paid about 3 weeks worth of wages to hire a truck to go and pick up his 
crop. It took a couple of trips and because there’s such a huge demand for transport at that time of year, they didn’t finish 
until 2am! We went to visit later that day to share in the excitement and help put the maize into storage. The harvest you 
see above will keep his family fed for the next year. Thankfully, we’ve had some pretty good harvests in our area this year 
so people are pretty happy.  

Ramadan 

A typical day during for our friends during Ramadan here involves… 3am wake up to eat xima (the maize/water mix that 
looks a lot like white play dough and doesn’t really taste much better). This involves starting a fire, boiling water, making 
the porridge and then sitting down to eat. No 2 min oats here! While eating, you need to heat water on the fire to take a 
bath before going to the mosque for morning prayers. From there, people usually go about their “normal” day just in slow 
motion. This year, harvest time coincided with ramadan which just makes life incredibly difficult. After returning from the 
mosque, many people would then walk to their farm - often at last 5km away - to spend the day harvesting. Harvesting in 
the hot sun with no food and water is not my idea of fun but here, if you want your family to survive, it’s just what needs to 
be done. Our neighbours invited us to join in their Eid celebrations for the end of the fast so we headed off to the village to 
share a meal and a bit of a dance. It was a fun morning and always nice to share in a happy celebration rather than a 
funeral. I was challenged during the time to see the dedication of many of my friends to fasting and prayer.   



Project Updates 

We’ve had a few projects on the go this year and have received incredible responses to both the “emergency school 
repairs” and the “water for the team and village” projects. Last month, the final stage of the school repairs were carried 
out. I spoke to one of the teachers at the school who was saying that everyone was so grateful that we had been able to 
help them out! Thank you! 

Our May Mission Month project for the water is almost fully subscribed. We’re waiting on a couple of donations to be 
processed so the amount on the website is not totally up to date yet, in reality, we’re almost there. Cam has been on the 
phone this morning trying to track down a good bore drilling team and we hope to start the digging in the next month or 
two. We’ve already run into a few problems maintaining our water supply and the rains only finished a few months ago so 
we’re very relieved to be able to get a new bore up and running. Thank you!  

We’re hoping to embark on a new project towards the end of the year. A little while ago, the Malawi part of our Yawo team 
partnered with SIL and the Malawi Bible Society to develop an adult literacy program in Ciyawo. We are partnering with a 
local NGO here in Massangulo who are hoping to conduct an adult literacy program but don’t have access to materials in 
Ciyawo. Our latest project will involve inviting an SIL consultant to Massangulo to assess and adapt the materials that were 
developed in Malawi to suit the Mozambican context. We use a different orthography here in Mozambique and so while the 
bulk of the materials will be the same or very similar, some changes will need to be made.  

If you would like to make a tax deductible contribution to the project, we’d really appreciate your help! You can click on this 
link…  

http://www.globalinteraction.org.au/support/projects/yawo/team-yawo-adult-literacy-program  

It is estimated that about 95% of adults in our district are illiterate. Many of the people we know had their schooling 
interrupted by the Portuguese and civil wars! They just never had the opportunity to learn. A friend of ours was telling me a 
story recently and he started by apologising that he wasn’t very intelligent and he’d never been to school so he wasn’t 
sure he had the story correct. He is actually hands down one of the most talented and intelligent people I think I’ve ever 
met! It made me feel so sad to hear the way he spoke about himself. We would love to give people the opportunity to be 
empowered in this way!  



Sydney Jayne  
Sydney is now halfway through year 2! She’s making great progress and has become an avid reader. Sydney has the most 
beautiful heart. We recently got back from a week and a half away and the moment the car had stopped in the driveway, 
Sydney jumped and and ran to give Baba Nikiss a huge hug! Our Yawo friends are not big huggers… I’ve only ever had 
two people hug me I think! So Baba Nikiss didn’t quite know what to do with her hanging on for dear life but it was the 
sweetest thing I think I’ve ever seen!  

While Jack and Tilly went off to bush camp recently, Sydney and I stayed with our lovely friends with some of the other 
Mums and younger kids and had a wonderful time together hiking, checking out the cows and swimming in the dam! She 
has some very special friends here and is just loving life!  

Matilda Rose  

Matilda is now halfway through year 5! She celebrated her 10th birthday last month and is developing into a lovely, caring 
and very adventurous girl! We recently took a week off “work” and joined our SIM friends for their annual conference. Tilly 
joined a group of six 10-14 year olds for a week of fun times and great spiritual input.  

A couple of months back, she attended Bush Camp with some of the expat kids from Lichinga and surrounds. They went 
hiking in the bush, sang around the campfire, practiced some archery skills and made some bush instruments. We’re 
always impressed with Tilly’s fearlessness and ability to throw herself wholeheartedly into everything she tries. She 
inspires me!  
 



Jack Nathan  
Jack is halfway through year 7 now and just a couple of months off becoming a teenager! Not quite sure how that 
happened! He’s doing really well with his studies - he’s very diligent and just loves learning so he’s a homeschooling 
Mum’s dream student! He has some really lovely friends here in Moz so he’s been making the most of opportunities for 
camps, sleepovers, orthodontist trips to Malawi and any other chance he can get to spend time with Traeger & Liam 
(middle and right respectively in the photo on the right above).  
 
Jack, along with Tilly and Sydney, is continuing Ciyawo lessons each morning with a couple of our workers. They’re all 
making pretty good progress and having a lot of fun along the way! 

Community  

We feel very privileged to live where we do. We’re surrounded by some very lovely neighbours, we have a great bunch of 
people working with us and our mission/expat group of friends are incredible.  

On the 1st of May we had a celebration day with our workers! We always get matching t-shirts/capulanas and hats done 
for the event and then some of the team head to the celebrations down in town while some of us stay here and cook lunch 
for everyone. This year we feasted on rice, spaghetti, chicken and greens and had a hilarious time taking photos together!  

Just a few weeks ago, we had a lot of the missionaries in our area come to stay for the weekend and spend a day in prayer 
for the Yawo. It’s always a very encouraging time and such a blessing to be part of a bigger team working towards the 
same goal and sharing ideas, words of encouragement and enthusiasm!  



Late Night Coffin Deliveries, Funerals and a Broken System 

1. It was 10pm on a Tuesday night when I received a call from my friend to say that some of our neighbours had a 
problem and they wanted to come and talk to us. I had just hopped in to bed but got up again and went and met them 
outside. They explained to me that they’d been to visit a friend in a village about 30km away but when they arrived, they 
found him dead inside his house. He was a church goer and so in order to bury him, they needed a coffin. The only place 
that makes coffins is in our village so they’d returned the 30km, organised the coffin but now had no way to get it back to 
the man’s village. They were asking for a lift at night because the body had already started to decompose and they needed 
to bury him ASAP. They’d tried a few other options but no-one else was available. Cam went with the guys to drop off the 
coffin and everyone in the village was very grateful for the support.  

2. Bek and I went to a funeral recently and as we were arriving with a friend of mine, we crossed paths with a lady I had 
just met earlier in the week. She already knew my friend (their farms are very close to each other) and so they chatted as 
we greeted all of the other ladies in the group. I overheard them saying to each other that is was “beautiful” that we were 
attending the funeral and it struck me as a very kind, but strange thing to say. Since then, I’ve been encouraged thinking 
about a couple of verses… John 11:35 “Jesus wept.” He was right in there grieving with everyone else! And Isaiah 52:7 
“How beautiful on the mountains are the feet of those who bring good news.” It feels like we go to way too many funerals 
and it never gets any less sad but it really is an honour to share deeply in people’s lives and we hope that our feet are 
indeed beautiful!  

3. If you read our blog, you would have read about Sara (that gorgeous baby in the photo above). Her mother died the day 
she was born and various relatives have been taking care of her ever since. She has been breastfed, helped out with some 
formula along the way and I had been trying for weeks to encourage her family to take her to the hospital and put her name 
on the list to receive formula from the Social Services department. I don’t know if it was lost in translation or they were 
reluctant for other reasons, but they never ended up going. They had taken Sara for her vaccinations but hadn’t talked to 
anyone about formula. In the end, I offered to take them and see if I could help them get support.  

I arranged to meet the young lady who was taking care of Sara at a friend’s house but arrived there to find they hadn’t 
showed up. I went with someone to her Mum’s house where we found her Mum, but still no baby or her carer. Her Mum 
explained that she had gone to the farm and still not returned. We drove to the farm to see if we could find them. Her Mum 
went off to get her but returned with just the baby. She explained that another child was unwell so her daughter couldn’t 
come but I wonder whether she was just too scared.  

We went to the hospital and met up with a Peace Corp worker friend, the head nurse and eventually the man from Social 
Services. He sent us off to copy some documents and then when we returned, put Sara’s name on the list. He said that 
unfortunately, they didn’t have any formula to give right now but he would contact Sara’s carers when they did. After 
chatting for a while longer, he revealed to me that they hadn’t received any formula since November last year so despite 
having a legitimate system and the best intentions, they weren’t able to help. It’s overwhelmingly frustrating for people here 
to try to do everything right and then just hit a massive brick wall.  



Stories, Praying, Making New Friends 

We’ve been working pretty steadily on our Ciyawo, cultural understanding and preparing bible stories to share with groups 
and individuals. It’s a slow process but we’re sticking at it!  

Cam and Scott are continuing to visit some villages out towards the border with Malawi. We’re slowly working out how to 
fit in with the rhythms of life here - activities vary a lot with harvest, ramadan, planting, rain and funerals. Setting up a 
weekly plan to meet with someone or a group rarely works out the way we hope! As we learn more and more to adjust our 
“schedules” and just go with the flow, the opportunities to share God’s word, pray with people and just to spend time and 
hang out are all around us!  

We’d love you to be praying about a few specific things with us:  
- One of our friends in Lichinga is due to give birth any day now. We’re praying for a safe delivery for Mum & bub!  
- Another lady here is also expecting and has been experiencing quite a bit of pain. After losing a baby last year during 

delivery, she’s understandably very concerned. Please pray for good health and peace for her and her family!  
- We’re taking a couple of weeks off in August for a holiday at the Mozambican coast! We’re praying for a relaxing and 

refreshing trip.  
- We’ve got a busy few months ahead with teams visiting, our annual strategic conference, orthodontist trips and more. 

Please pray with us for safe travels, determination and focus with schooling and consistency with language learning, 
visiting and life here in the midst of it all.  

As always, thank you so much for your support, your prayers and your encouragement!  
Love, the Beecks xx


