
 

THE BEECK BRIEF – 7TH SEPTEMBER 2017     
 

 

THE KIDS ARE GROWING AND WE’RE ALL STILL SMILING! 
It’s been a good long while since we sent out our last newsletter… you’d be forgiven for thinking your address had 
dropped off our mailing list, in fact a few people have asked just that! But we’re still here and things are going well – 
predictably unpredictable and a little bit hectic but we’re hanging in there.  
 
We’ve spent the last few months working hard to finally close the Global Interaction NGO in Mozambique, and just like 
most things we do here, it’s stretched us way out of comfort zone. I (Kath) have spent countless hours doing 
employee relations negotiations in Portuguese, preparing letters for government departments and even writing 
documents to submit to the court! There hasn’t been a lot of time for language learning, ministry or relationship 
building but I sure have learnt a lot about conflict resolution, the importance of listening well and making sure 
everyone is heard. While most of my recent stories aren’t exactly fun ones to hear, Cam has been working really hard in 
the other areas and has some wonderful experiences and tales to tell you all about.   

 
 

   



 
L) Mama Meleka & Natalie carting water at the little creek near the farm. R) A bumper maize harvest this year!  

 

HARVEST TIME 

The maize crops in our area this year were really good! Most people finished their harvest in July and the “ngokwes” 
(little silos in the backyards) are now full of grain ready for the next year. I spent a wonderful day out at my nurturer’s 
farm helping her harvest. Natalie, a student from Victoria, who spent six weeks with us learning Chiyawo, accompanied 
us as we set off at 6am for the 7km walk to the farm!  
 
The mountainous scenery and creek crossings along the way were stunning. My nurturer pointed out the paths that 
the lions are said to use to move between the mountain ranges. It was fascinating. After working most of the day, we 
set back off home with sore legs, itchy arms and bundles of greens, tomatoes and sugar cane to take home and share.  
  

https://beeckbrief.com/2017/05/22/filling-the-ngokwe/ 
 

INITIATION CEREMONIES  
August was the month for initiation ceremonies for both the boys and girls in our area. Children aged anywhere from 7 
to 12 spend weeks at “camp” where they learn songs and stories about their culture and a wealth of knowledge is 
passed down to the next generation. The boys also undergo circumcision… usually with a blunt and dirty knife! 
 
Cam was invited along to the boys’ ceremony in our neighbouring village. The boys were camped out in the bush behind 
the village with a couple of small grass huts for sleeping. While Cam was there, each of the boys took turns at singing a 
particular song. One poor little fella had such bad stage fright and just burst into tears.  
 
 

THE WATERING HOLE  

Recently, Cam and Scott were approached by some guys from the neighbouring village asking whether we would like to 
help them out repairing their local waterhole. The wall had been fixed many years before but was falling in making 
access difficult and dirtying the water. They had already raised money for the rocks and a truck to transport them and 
had an enthusiastic team of guys ready to carry out the work and were asking for help to buy some cement.  
 
It was really awesome to see the community banding together to organise the project and we were happy to help out. 
Cam and Scott pitched in with some labour as well, heading out with the team into the bush to pick up the rocks and 
load them on to the back of the truck.  
 

https://beeckbrief.com/2017/07/13/video-friday-community-water-project/ 



 
L) Heading off to find the initiation ceremony camp. Middle) The village watering hole before the repairs commenced – 

this is where most people source their drinking water! R) A friend’s grandfather passed away; here the women are 
entering the hut where the body is for the final farewell and prayers. 

 

FUNERALS  

It wouldn’t be exaggerating to say that we could average a funeral a day if we had the time. As we get to know more 
and more of our neighbours, there seems to be an endless stream of invitations to mourn with grieving families. Cam 
and Scott often attend and Bek and I do when we get the chance and if it is someone we’re close to. It means a great 
deal to our Yawo friends that we realise the importance of these ceremonies – the ladies in the village across the road 
are still talking about our attendance at the chief’s funeral over a year later.  
 

https://beeckbrief.com/2017/07/12/grief-ritual/ 
 

While we get to attend countless funerals in Mozambique, we were very sad to miss the funeral of Cam’s granddad 
back in Perth just a couple of weeks ago.  
 

EID CELEBRATIONS!  

We were invited by some friends to come and have a meal with them to celebrate the end of Ramadan. It’s no small 
thing inviting all 11 of us! Scott, Bek, Levi, Josiah, Katelyn, Elliana, Cam, Jack, Matilda, Sydney and I all headed through 
the bush, across the road, and into the village where we sat in our friends back yard while food was prepared just for 
us! We create a bit of a spectacle when we all go out together – so the back yard was full of curious onlookers. The 
kids had a ball chasing the chickens, drawing pictures in the sand with sticks and watching the women perform some 
dances. We were also invited to perform! We quickly and rather awkwardly cobbled together a rough but enthusiastic  
version of “My God is so Big” which was a huge hit!  
 
 

MAKING CLAY POTS!  
With the availability of aluminum pots in the markets these days, the traditional clay pots that people used to use for 
cooking are becoming less and less common. One of the older ladies in a nearby village is a master potter and offered to 
show Cam how it’s done. She’s been doing it for almost 70 years and was lamenting to Cam that no one in her family 
wanted to learn her craft, skills that had been passed down from her grandma. They all just want to use the pots from 
China.  
 

https://beeckbrief.com/2017/08/31/video-fri-thursday-village-pottery/ 
 



 
L) & R) Eid celebrations with our neighbours. Middle) Hand made clay pots. 

 

DON’T GO OUT AFTER DARK!  
Cam has been interviewing some of the grandmas in a village about 30 mins 
away. A couple of them told stories about how when they were growing up, 
they had to make sure they were inside by late afternoon. Once inside, they 
would shut and barricade the door… to prevent the lions getting in and eating 
them!  
 
They also remember seeing uzungus (white people) being carried around in 
carriages – David Livingstone style!  
 

ANIMAL TRAPS 

Cam’s nurturer Nikiss is quite an incredible guy. He’s known throughout our whole district as a talented hunter and has 
travelled almost the entire region on foot in his time, travelling up to 60km a day. He’s been teaching Cam things like 
how to light fires with sticks, building and brickmaking, the names of all of the mountains and rivers in our area and 
recently about animal traps.  
 
Cam, Jack, Nikiss and Ce Nnungi had headed off into the bush recently to find fire making wood when they stumbled 
across an old animal trap. Nikiss promptly hopped in to demonstrate how the animal would fall into the hole, the angles 
of the wall making it impossible to escape.  
 

https://beeckbrief.com/2017/08/10/video-friday-making-bricks/  
 

L) Grandmas talking about lions! Middle) Nikiss in the animal trap. R) Firing a massive stack of bricks. 

   



         
L) Visiting our grandma and great grandma in Malulu. Middle) Making utobwa for the sadaka. R) Daylson and his 

grandma (Dayana’s Mum) – grinning his head off at Sam Good.  
 

AUGUST… NOT OUR FAVOURITE MONTH 
It’s been just over a year since my friend Dayana passed away. Three weeks ago, we gathered for the sadaka 
(ceremony) to mark one year. It was a small affair – mainly family and a few neighbours and a bittersweet time. We 
got to see her little boy Daylson who is growing so beautifully… healthy, happy, chubby, chatty – everything a one year 
old boy should be. I just so dearly wish that his Mum could be here to see him, she would be so proud.  
 
August last year seemed to mark the start of what has been another year filled with more traumatic events than you 
can poke a stick! It was already in our bad books but then with Cam’s Grandad passing away… it became that little bit 
sadder.  
 
It got even worse a few days after Grandad’s funeral though when we received a call from Cam’s brother to say that 
their father had fallen off a roof and was in Royal Perth Hospital with multiple fractures! Getting news like that and 
knowing you’re so far away is never easy. We’re very pleased to say that Cam’s dad is making steady progress – he’s 
still in hospital but heading in the right direction. We’d appreciate your prayers for him! 
 

FUN TIMES!  
There isn’t a lot on offer in the way of entertainment around Massangulo but if you like a bit of adventure and hard 
work – it’s fantastic. We recently hiked to the top of the mountain behind our house where we found a cave where 
people used to hide out during the war. Two weeks ago, our whole family spent Saturday carrying bricks for our 
friend’s new house. The kids sure do get to experience a different way of life here in Mozambique.  
 
L) Jack exploring the cave. Middle) Bricks drying in the sun. R) Sydney and Tilly climbing the rocks behind our house.  

 



      
L) Jack with our kitten Tangerine. Middle) Tilly’s 9th birthday. R) Camp on the shores of Lake Malawi! 

 

JACK, TILLY & SYDNEY 

Our amazing little people are going really well. Jack is finishing up Year 6 this year – we’ll have a high schooler on our 
hands before we know it. He has really been missing his mates – one of whom is on home assignment, another whose 
family has recently moved away. His other best mate lives almost 3 hours away so we don’t see him often but we make 
the most of it when we do. Jack’s been learning Chiyawo – if he didn’t have so much school to do, I’m sure he’d do way 
better at it than all of us. He’s a very helpful, caring and encouraging young man and a pleasure to teach.  
 
Matilda turned 9 in June. She was so pleased with the tiger face cake that we cobbled together – as you can see by her 
adoring face. Matilda is an incredible artist (she designed the cake for me) and a fearless adventurer – she relishes bike 
riding, mountain climbing and snorkeling at the lake. She’s in the last half of year 4 right now and doing a wonderful 
job!  
 
Sydney is a delight – she walked out to a farm with me recently and was singing and chatting the entire way! She’s 
coming to the end of year one this year and has been working very hard on her reading – making amazing progress. She 
loves helping out around the house and cuddling!  
 
The kids recently had the chance to be part of a camp run by our teammates in Malawi. It was so great to see them in a 
bigger group, working as part of team, meeting new friends and having fun.  
 

FOR PRAYER 
- Please pray for Cam’s dad as he recovers from the fall.  
- Pray for our friends Paulo and Juma and their wives who are both expecting babies any day now!  
- Please pray for us as we continue to meet with people for bible story groups.  
- Pray for our friend Costa who has a very badly infected leg, we’ve been praying with him for healing.  
- With Global Interaction in Mozambique now closed, we are now working with the Baptist Convention of 

Mozambique. Please pray for great partnerships with them and for discernment for our team regarding our 
activities and ministry directions going forward.  

- Please pray for our teammates Scott & Bek Falconer, Tob & Hez Houston, Ben & Sam Good, Tim & Mel Downes, 
Sally Pim and Jonno & Heather Crane. 

 
 
We’d love to hear from you! Feel free to contact us! With love, the Beecks xx 

 

Contact: Cam  & Kath Beeck        Address: CP 222, Lichinga, 3300, Niassa, Mozambique         Email: ckbeeck@gmail.com         
Web: beeckbrief.wordpress.com   Cam: +258 872 916 483    Kath: +258 877 720 730 


