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THE RHYTHM OF LIFE 

Here in Mozambique, most people have just finished harvesting their maize and beans. Unlike some other areas of the 
country, the majority of people we’ve been speaking with have had a fairly decent harvest. With that job done, it’s 
onto the next one and the middle of the dry season is the perfect time to start renovating your house. The village is 
full of people making bricks and mud rendering their floors, walls and verandahs. I’ve never seen such a big line at the 
village well as everyone scrambles to collect water for their mud pile.  
 
We’re slowly adjusting to the pace of life here and learning the different activities that come with each new month. 
Just this week, Cam has been able to procure a small plot of land (1/4 of an acre) so we’re planning on joining everyone 
else and farming maize! While agriculture is really Cam’s thing – women do at least half of the farming work here so 
we’re in it together! One of the local chiefs works for us as a guard and he had a piece of land that he was able to 
allocate us. Apparently, it hasn’t been farmed since the Portuguese were here (about 40 years). Cam’s initial plan was 
to farm some of the land between our house and the road but every single person we talked to laughed at that idea – 
apparently there are just too many monkeys here and they would destroy everything.  
 
The farm is about 6km away from here – an awesome, fun downhill mountain bike ride on the way there (not so fun on 
the way back). Our hope is that it will provide the opportunity to meet people, learn how to farm, speak Ciyawo with 
lots of new people, give us a way to be a little bit more in tune with what people are doing here and maybe eventually 
be used to help with agricultural development.  
 
We’ve been eating a fair bit of xima which is the stiff white porridge that the maize gets made into and we’re going 
through a ton beans so I imagine we’ll probably eat most of the produce or give it away to our neighbours which is a 
great way to be part of life here. People are always giving us food – beans, bananas, sweet potatoes etc. It will be nice 
to be able to reciprocate with something that we’ve grown.  

                  

  



 

MINISTRY OPPORTUNITIES  

Our main focus at the moment is continuing with our language learning and getting out and about and meeting and 
spending time with people. Everyone we’ve come across so far has been incredibly welcoming – it’s a lovely place to be. 
They all tell us that we can speak Ciyawo well – they’re lying. We have a LONG way to go before we can have some deep 
conversations with people. I can’t even make small talk about the weather all that well yet! We’ve had lots of 
opportunities to pray with people and we’re getting involved in life here as best we can.  
 
We’re having lessons every afternoon and trying to spend the mornings out visiting. There is still a bit of work being 
done around the house (fences and retaining walls) so Cam is pretty busy coordinating all of that. We’re also starting 
to think about what sorts of activities we’ll be doing in the future and while we don’t have concrete plans yet, there 
are a few options starting to emerge.  
 
As well as the farming side of things, we’re looking into doing some health education programs. Our colleague Robyn in 
Malawi has developed an excellent program that has been very successful in Yawo villages in Malawi. Kath recently 
spent some time in Mangochi learning all about how Robyn went about it and collecting some resources. It was a great 
time!  
 
Something our team has been considering for a while is getting involved in adult literacy classes. Kath had the 
opportunity to visit one of the classes that the Malawi team has been helping coordinate. In the next month or so, a 
number of groups are collaborating to produce an adult literacy program in Ciyawo. The one that is used in Malawi is 
done in Cicewa and the one that is used here is done in Portuguese. I would estimate that less than 5% of people in the 
villages around us speak Portuguese. As an example, the chief who works for us doesn’t speak a word of Portuguese. 
When he was supposed to be going to school, the country was at war – he doesn’t even know how to write his name. 
Can you imagine? We’d love to be able to help people do these basic things so it’s exciting to have these resources 
being developed!  
 
Our team has been working with the Education Department in our province since we first started and we’re continuing 
to do so out here. We visited a local village school for a community meeting this week to look at whether or not we 
might be able to work with them to help renovate the school building. The children are currently meeting in a small 
grass hut as the roof blew off their school late last year.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

         



 

           

JACK, MATILDA  & SYDNEY 
The kids are settling in really well here and have been going really well with school. They have been blessed to have not 
one but two volunteer teachers to get them started and they have been doing a fantastic job! Stephanie Coulson 
travelled back with us to Mozambique and spent 10 weeks with us. She did a brilliant job, I’m not sure what we would 
have done without her! She fully set up the schoolroom, took care of all of the schoolwork, she was always friendly and 
helpful, she made friends with people here and threw herself into language learning and life. We were pretty 
impressed!  
 
Currently, Hannah Graham is teaching the kids and she’ll be with us for another few weeks before heading back to 
Perth. Hannah is also doing an amazing job! As well as doing regular classes, she’s been able to run quite a few art 
classes for our kids and a few extras from Lichinga and Mangochi. They’ve produced some amazing work!  
 
Having Steph and Hannah with us has been incredibly helpful as we’ve settled in here. It has enabled us to spend a lot 
more time out visiting and language learning all the while knowing that the kids are receiving some pretty special 
attention. Thank you so much to everyone who helped send them over and prayed for them – we appreciate it!  
 

 

 

TO PRAY ABOUT 
- We just arrived home from an emergency trip to Malawi to have a small piece of metal removed from Cam’s eye 

after an angle-grinding incident. Please pray that it heals well!  
- Praise God for Hannah and Steph! We don’t have any volunteers on the horizon but we would love to have some 

more help so you can pray about that with us.  
- Please pray for our teammates back in Australia – Scott & Bek, Ben & Sam and Sally are all looking to build up 

their support team before they head back. We’re really missing them all and can’t wait to have them back.  
- We have been so blessed with some really fantastic opportunities to be involved here. Pray that we’ll be 

listening to God as he guides us and that we’ll be patient and faithful.  
- We are determined to learn to speak Ciyawo well and to learn more and more about Yawo culture. Please pray 

that we’ll be courageous and diligent and that God would bless us with opportunities to learn and the ability to 
speak and understand well. 
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