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DREAMING OF FOOTPATHS… OR AM I?  
Over a year ago now, I wrote a blog post about footpaths, lamenting our lack of them and whining about annoying 
people yelling out to me wherever I would walk. I was dreaming of nice peaceful walks along the foreshore in Australia, 
deep in my own thoughts. I carried this idea right up until our recent holiday in South Africa and resolved to make the 
most of my opportunities there. It was sensational. The air was fresh, the roads were paved and the white sand on the 
beach was squeaky clean. My headspace was clear; I could admire the beautiful houses and dream of home 
renovations. I wasn’t afraid of being bitten by rabid dogs and, what I thought would be the best thing of all, no one talked 
to me!  
 
I think it was after only the first walk that I realised I was missing some things about walking back in Lichinga! Don’t get 
me wrong - not everything! The dust and rubbish on the road and the scary rabid dogs are just downright disgusting but 
there are some redeeming aspects to it. I certainly don’t get all caught up in dreaming of how I could make my home 
better, it really is the complete opposite. Yesterday I walked past a line of women digging in a muddy hole near a manky 
river trying to find drinking water.  It’s incredibly sad and overwhelming and makes me so grateful for a well that hasn’t 
run dry yet. The things I missed the most of all were those “annoying” people yelling out to me. Apart from the handful of 
creepy guys at corner bars yelling out horrible things – the majority of people calling out are just being genuinely 
friendly. You really could stop anywhere and talk to anyone – it’s lovely! There is almost nothing more heartwarming and 
encouraging than seeing the look of sheer joy on someone’s face when you greet them in their heart language… it 
might even rival looking out over a pristine beach?   
 

                         



 

                 
 

A WONDERFUL TIME IN CAPE TOWN 
We recently spent three weeks in Cape Town for some well needed rest and recharge time. It was wonderful! Cam’s 
parents and my Dad were able to join us and we all (the kids especially) had a marvelous time reconnecting. We 
finished off our trip with visits to the dentist and doctor and we’re pleased to say we’re all super healthy – ready to tackle 
the next 9 or so months before we’re back in Australia! 
 
 

WHERE ARE ALL THE PHOTOS?  
It’s really quite fun flicking back through the last few months’ photos and deciding what to include in the next newsletter. 
But I’ve noticed that lately, we have less and less photos of us out and about visiting. It’s certainly not because we’ve 
become hermits! I think it has more to do with deepening relationships. A lot of our friendships have moved past the 
“just doing random stuff and making small talk as you go” stage to sitting and talking about deep life issues. I guess 
there’s part of me thinking that it’s just weird to take a photo of me sitting at my friend’s house talking about her 
marriage. In the same way I wouldn’t take and publish a photo of that same scenario with friends back in Australia. 
There’s another part of me though that knows that it is really difficult for people back home to picture what it is we do 
here, so photos are important. It’s hard to find the right balance, but we’ll keep working on it. If there are things you 
would like to see included, let us know! We’d love some of your ideas.  
 
Getting out and about visiting with the kids is getting a little bit easier as they get older. Just last week Matilda, Sydney 
and I rode our bikes out to Amina’s village to visit the new baby. Tilly rode by herself the whole way only complaining a 
few times that her legs were sore. I carried Sydney on my back in the capulana about half of the way and then pushed 
her on my bike while walking back with Amina. Sydney thought that part was fantastic – the little daredevil wasn’t even 
holding on, much to the amazement of passers by. Tilly got a bit freaked out at one point when a whole bunch of little 
kids started chasing after her. They thought it was a great game and weren’t meaning any harm, but there were a few 
scared tears from Tils. 
 
 

OUR LANGUAGE LEARNING PLANS 
Cam is continuing with his full time Chiyawo studies for the time being. I’ve been doing a little bit in the afternoons but 
have stopped again to focus on school for the next couple of months. Our plan is that in the new year, we will do a 
switch and Cam will take over teaching the kids while I do full time language! We’re really excited to have a couple of 
volunteers coming for short stints to help with schooling in November and February. We still would love to have a 
teacher for the remaining time in Term 1 and 2 next year in order to free Cam up to continue with his Chiyawo. After 
that, we plan to be on Home Assignment in Australia. If you are at all interested, please send us an email! We’d love to 
hear from you.  



               
SYDNEY 
Sydney just continues to amaze us with her happy, optimistic and outgoing nature. She’s a real joy to be around. She is 
super excited about starting Kindy next year. She’s already joining in on a few things with Jack and Tilly and is often the 
first to arrive in the classroom in the morning. She loves her friends and is dearly missing Elizabeth and Anna (still 
waiting in Malawi) and Levi, Jo and Katie (now living in Massangulo). We try to make sure we plan to catch up with them 
regularly, which means a fair bit of time spent in the car – but it’s totally worth it.  
 

               
MATILDA 
Tilly’s doing great! She had a blast on holidays making the most of the swimming pool and climbing anything she could 
find. We took her to an indoor rock climbing gym and she was gobsmackingly good at it. She’s progressing really well in 
school and her incredible artistic talent is blossoming. You can follow all of her latest work on Instagram – just search for 
tillybeeck. Tilly was a bit sad to get back to Lichinga – her best friends are currently in the US on their home assignment. 
She gets a bit lonely sometimes, but most of the time she gets along really well with Jack and they play together nicely.  
 

                    
JACK  
Our “little” boy will turn nine in a couple of weeks! Unbelieveable!!! Jack loves life. He’s doing exceptionally well in 
school. He particularly loves maths and science. He’s made some great friends here. It’s hard sometimes with people 
coming and going a lot so he is stoked to have the Cranes back – especially Josiah! 



LILAH 
This gorgeous little girl is Amina’s granddaughter Lilah (Amina helps take care of Sydney 
each morning while the older kids do school). Lilah was born early on a Friday morning. 
Her Mum has been having labour pains for five days and I was on standby with my phone 
close by in case they needed a lift to the hospital. I woke early on that Friday morning to 
see numerous missed calls and realised that I had left my phone on silent! At 2am, Amina 
and Lilah’s mum escorted by Amina’s gradparents (94 and 86 years old) had walked about 
4km to the nearest health clinic! Thankfully all went well with the delivery and Mum and 
bub are doing really well.  
 
 
 
 
 
 

TO PRAY ABOUT… 
- Praise God for the water in the well! Please pray for many others who are struggling with good water supply at 

this time of year.  
- Praise God for a wonderful holiday and great chance to catch up with family!  
- Praise God that we are all so healthy!  
- Praise God that the Cranes are back! We really missed them.  
- The Goods are STILL waiting in Malawi as we try to sort out visa issues. We’re trying everything we can. 

There’s not really anything specific at this stage to ask for… just that one way or another it will be sorted so that 
they can enter into Moz!  

- Please pray for Sarah who is coming to help us out in November. She’s currently doing some mission work in 
South Africa.  

- Pray for our friend Sally who will be coming to do some work experience with us later in the year.  
- Please pray for Cam with his language learning. He’s doing pretty well and would love to finish off the year 

strongly.  
- Pray for the kids and I doing school.  
- Pray that we would continue to be ever aware of God working around us and willing to join him in the amazing 

things he has called us to do.  
 
 
With much love from  
Kath xx 
On behalf of all the family 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Contact: Cam  & Kath Beeck           Address: CP 222, Lichinga, Mozambique           Email: ckbeeck@gmail.com           Web: beeckbrief.wordpress.com 
 


