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GOING WITH THE FLOW 
We were recently returning from a trip to Malawi and had to stop off near the border to pick up Amina and Catarina (our 
house helpers) who had been attending a funeral there. As we were all piling into the car, keen to get home after a long 
weekend away, the requests started coming. “Can we drop my granddad off in his village?” “Can we give my nephew a 
lift to Lichinga?” and the clincher, “Can we stop and sweep my Dad’s grave?” A few years ago the idea of all that 
stopping when I had a plan to get home would have annoyed me no end, but I’m learning to embrace the chaotic nature 
of life here.  
 
It turned out to be a wonderful day. Sure, the 150km trip back took us 6 hours but we had such fun along the way. We 
always have a good laugh trying out our Chiyawo with anyone we come across. We got to sweep not one, but two 
graves – I’m not even sure who the second one belonged to. We were able to visit with Catarina’s family and friends 
and left with a capulana full of peanuts. The kids had a great time too – Jack spent most of the time in the village 
inspecting the construction of a new house and Tilly and Sydney were kept busy chasing the rabbits.  
 
As difficult as it is to do, I keep finding over and over again that amazing things happen when we just slow down a bit 
and go with the flow, when we listen to what God is saying and follow where He is leading.  
 

          
  



 
 

A VISIT FROM THE RIVO CREW!  
We had the joy of spending an entire week with Darren, Alyssa, Don, Lisa, Stephanie and Esther – most of whom are 
form our home church at Riverton. They were such a wonderful blessing to us. They probably went home completely 
exhausted – it was a pretty jam-packed, whirlwind tour, but I think everyone enjoyed themselves.  
 
Our first stop in town after picking up the team from the airport was in to the local shop to buy some undies. Poor Lisa 
and Don arrived without their suitcases. Miraculously, after a few phone calls to the airlines, the bags were located and 
all were reunited five days later! 
 
The team was incredibly flexible and had a go at all the challenges we put before them. They had some pretty good 
opportunities to see what life learning language and culture is like. They spent a few hours learning a bit of Portuguese 
and Chiyawo, which they all very impressively used when we went out visiting! We all did some cultural enquiry together 
and even did a 15km walk out to a farm to help with the harvesting of a maize crop.  
 
They were also a great help to our team in some practical ways. Some of the older kids in town came to our house for a 
morning of either drama or jewelry making class. I scored some beautiful new earrings and judging from the amount of 
laughter that was coming from the drama group – they had a brilliant time! The team was also a great help in unloading 
and unpacking furniture and boxes for the Falconers move to Massangulo.  
 
We did give them a little bit of time to relax and enjoy the beautiful scenery here. We spent a day at the lake on the 
Mozambican side here and had an incredible trip to Liwonde to see some African animals. We were less than 2km into 
the park when we came across a huge herd of elephants! Cam and I have never seen so many on any of our trips there. 
It was a bit nerve wracking when one of them made a stop while crossing the road behind our car. He turned to face us, 
flapped his ears a bit but then must have decided we were suitably intimidated and moved on.  
 
Thank you to the team – love you guys! And thanks to anyone who supported them in coming out. We really do 
appreciate the encouragement so much. Please pray for those guys as they adjust back to life at home and process the 
million and one things they experienced out here.  
 

 
  



        
 

EXPLORING THE AFRICAN WILDERNESS 
Lichinga is a little light on in terms of fun things to do. There are no after school activities, no organised sport, no parks, 
no cinemas, no shopping centres, no playgrounds… just not much of anything really! But… we are making the most of 
what we do have. We have some awesome friends here who are always up for a bit of fun and adventure and some 
incredibly beautiful (albeit a bit rugged and difficult to get to) places to visit.  
 
Cam went on the adventure of a lifetime just recently – a bloke’s canoeing trip down the Lugenda River. It’s truly remote, 
African wilderness complete with elephants, hippos, crocodiles, hyenas and lions! The guys spent 4 days paddling and 
camping by the side of river. At one point in the paddle, they came across a mother and baby elephant bathing in the 
river and on the last night, there was a lion behind their camp calling to another lion the other side of the water.  
 
Our favourite getaway place is to head down to Lake Malawi on the Mozambican side. Our friends have the most 
beautiful place there and always welcome us with open arms. It is so nice to have an escape from the stresses of life 
here in the “big city.” 

 

MOVING OUT OF LICHINGA 
We’ve been talking as a team for a while now about the Falconers moving out to a place called Massangulo. It’s a large 
village on the road to Malawi – about 1 ½ hours away from Lichinga. Jonny (our builder) and Scott having been working 
their guts out to get the house ready and finished it (well enough) to move into a few weeks back. I hadn’t really thought 
too hard about them actually going until we were in the car on the way to help them shift and then the tears hit! We’re all 
going to miss having them so close by, but on the other hand – now we have another fun weekend destination!  
 
In other team news, the Goods are still in Malawi. We are still waiting on a response from Immigration here regarding 
their visas and so we would really appreciate your ongoing prayer about that. We’ve been able to visit them a few times 
in the last few months which has been awesome… but it would be even more awesome if they were just here down the 
road! The Cranes are due back here in Lichinga in a couple of weeks and we are really, really, really looking forward to 
seeing them all!!! 
 

    



JUGGLING THE ROLES 
Cam is going well with his language studies. It’s been a bit difficult juggling that with all the other 
things he has had to do but he’s making progress. I started Chiyawo lessons again four 
afternoons a week. Sometimes I feel like I’m getting nowhere with it and wonder why I bother but 
most of the time, it’s really good fun and such an incredible privilege both to share in the lives of 
those who are helping me and see the look of pure joy on the faces of those who are hearing my 
terrible attempts to communicate in their heart language. That’s about all the encouragement I 
need to keep going.  
 
You know what would make it about a million times easier though… having an extra four hours 
to study in the mornings as well. We’re still on the hunt for a teacher – specifically for Terms 1 & 
2 of 2015. We’ll be heading back to Australia for home assignment in the middle of the year. So 
if you know anyone who might be interested in freeing us both up to do language and whipping 
three kids into shape for their return to “real” school – we would love to hear from you!  
 
 

TO PRAY ABOUT… 
- Praise God – yesterday we renewed our DIREs (one year residency visas) for another year. It was about a 

trillion times less stressful than our debacle last year!  
- Please pray for our health – Cam, Jack and I have all had boils (ewwwww). They’re going away now thankfully 

and otherwise we’re in reasonably good shape.  
- Praise God for the Falconers move to Massangulo. Please pray for them as they settle in there and start 

making friends with their neighbours.  
- Praise God for our wonderful friends here – we have been so blessed with some incredible friendships with both 

Mozambicans and other expats. It’s a great community and we love being part of it.  
- Pray for our language learning… that on the days we feel like it’s all too hard, we’ll be encouraged and 

energized.  
- Pray that we’ll continue to listen to God and follow him to wherever / whomever he leads us.  
- Some of our good friends are leaving for their home assignment too so we’re all feeling a bit sad about that – 

especially the kids who have made some wonderful friends. Pray for them as they cope with all the comings 
and goings of people – they cope really well for the most part but it can be a bit tough.   

- Pray for our team unity as we try to work together well even though we’re all so far apart.  
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