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The Beeck Brief 

9th March 2014 
 
 
 
Hanging in  there 
I always have such grand plans and high expectations so it’s hard to look back over the last few months and realise that so many things that we had 
planned to achieve haven’t happened. But rather than bore you with all the details of what might have been and excuses for why that hasn’t happened, 
let’s focus on the good stuff going on! We’re still here! This really is a major achievement on many levels: our epic battle with immigration continues 
and just everyday life can be enough to overwhelm but by God’s grace and strength, he has kept us going. Our kids are healthy, happy and thriving – 
Jack and Tilly are super enthusiastic students and Sydney is the happiest kid in the world. Cam is doing pretty well with his language learning – his 
Portuguese continues to improve and even with all the interruptions, he’s making solid progress in Chiyawo! We’ve made even more friends here over 
the last few months and are really enjoying being part of both the local and growing expat communities here in Lichinga. Cam’s had a few epic 
exploring adventures around Lichinga, kayaking in rivers and discovering waterfalls. And the kids and I are off to a good start with school – not the start 
we had hoped for, but we’re doing okay.  

 
Ayla   
Some of you may have already heard, but for those who haven’t… Ayla made the decision at the beginning of the year not to return to Africa. Plan C or 
maybe it was D… actually probably more like Z – was that following her sister’s wedding in November, Ayla would return to teach Jack and Tilly, 
freeing me up to do language study. But seeing as we had made no progress with getting a visa approval for her and that she was still recovering from 
some traumatic events in Malawi last year – she decided that it would be better to stay in Australia. To say we have mixed emotions is a bit of an 
understatement! We were so looking forward to having Ayla here… not just because she would be able to teach the kids about a million times better 
than I can, but because she is such a lovely, generous, outgoing, caring special person – she would have been an incredible blessing to our team, I’m 
sure. But we totally understand her not being able to come back. To live for so long with such uncertainty about where you’re going and what you’re 
doing, along with having to deal with such confronting challenges is just plain hard work. I have no idea what God’s plan in all of this is but I trust that 
He knows what He’s doing. So to Ayla & Ben – we love you guys! We wish you all the best for your upcoming wedding and lives together. We pray that 
God blesses you both richly and we want to say thank you for being so willing to sacrifice so much!  
  

 
L) Ayla with Tilly (3), Sydney (9 
months) and Jack (6) at Transition 
Training, Melbourne 2012 
 
R) Ayla and her very soon to be 
husband Ben! All the best guys!   
 
 
  



     
CMTJ 
The week before last, we had a chance to travel to Malawi for a Community Movements to Jesus conference together with the Global Interaction team in 
Malawi. We took the opportunity along the way to visit Zomba and stay with our teammates Ben and Sam Good. It was so lovely to catch up with them – 
we just can’t wait until they are able to come into Mozambique but for now, we have to settle for visits every couple of months. The house we stayed at 
was just down the road from a beautiful horse-riding place so Tilly and I decided to go for an early morning ride through the forest – it was stunning! 
Following our stay at Zomba, we headed to Mount Mulanje for the conference. It was a great time learning, praying, singing and just chatting with 
everybody. Unfortunately I got really sick with a bad flu so was out of action for the first few days. Once I had recovered – Jack got sick. I think it was 
the worst we have ever seen him. He had such high fevers, despite giving him panadol and nurofen, that he was hallucinating. It was a bit scary but 
after about 36 hours of being in la la land, he woke up the next morning asking what was the score in the NAB cup Eagles game that was being played 
that day! We were so incredibly blessed to have a visit from Robyn and Maddy from Parkerville Baptist over the time of the conference. They came out 
specifically to look after the kids and also spent the week leading up to the conference with us here in Mozambique. They were so helpful and flexible 
and did such a brilliant job looking after the kids – we would have been lost without them. Thanks guys!!! 
 
Photos (L-R): Tilly and her horse Orchid, the view from Mount Mulanje, Robyn & Maddy, Jack –  wiped out by a nasty flu 
 

Bui ld ing 
Our longer-term team plan is to work with Yawo people in villages along the road towards the border of Malawi. As part of this plan, some of our 
teammates will be moving out to a town called Massangulo, about half way to the border. Global Interaction had started building a house there a few 
years ago and since Jonny returned in December, the work has continued at a cracking pace. Jonny spends each week out in Massangulo working on 
the house, returning on weekends to stock up on food and other supplies. Cam has had the opportunity to do a little bit of work out there as well – not 
as much as he would like to, but he has other things he needs to be doing as well.  
 
We also had a visit from Alan McGrechan for the last couple of weeks in February. Al came to finish the wiring on the house… and to catch up with all 
his mates here in Lichinga. It was so great to see him. Sydney (Alan’s biggest fan) was convinced that he had returned to read her books – so that was 
first priority for her after he hopped off the plane! Poor Jack was devastated when he realized Alan was only staying for two weeks and that for half that 
time we would be away in Malawi. But that’s just how life goes here… so many trips to the airport… so many hellos and goodbyes. It was great to see 
Alan again… just wish he could have stayed longer!  
 
Photos (L-R): Tilly & Jonny enjoying lunch at Massangulo, Cam putting in window frames, Syd & Alan – together again! 
 

                       



            
The immigrat ion dramas cont inue… 
Things don’t exactly happen quickly here in Mozambique! We still don’t know one way or another what is happening with immigration. In mid January, 
Cam had to go to Maputo to meet with the National Director of Immigration. Being such an important meeting and not wanting to miss anything, he 
took his old language nurturer and long time Global Interaction employee, Januário, along with him. They took over 7 kilograms of documents to 
submit to the director in an attempt to explain and prove the difficulties we have been having. There was no immediate outcome – the director said she 
would follow it up and we are still waiting for an official response. In the meantime, the Goods are still waiting in Malawi – they are doing a great job of 
learning language and settling in there as well as they can but they would love to be here… I think just as much as we would love to have them here! 
So please keep praying that we’ll get an answer soon and that they will be allowed in and be able to get residency documents processed ASAP. The 
rest of us are ok for the moment… nobody needs documents renewed until August.  
 
The trip to Maputo was a success in that we were able to meet the most high up person in immigration in the whole of Mozambique – bit of a miracle 
really. It was also a bit of fun for Cam (apart from the meeting which was just terrifying) in that it was the first time Januário had travelled on a plane, 
saw the ocean and the first time he’d been in Maputo!  
 
Photos (L-R): Januário about to board his first ever flight, Sydney and Derson waving off their Dads, Sydney extremely happy to have Cam home. 
 
 

The k ids… 
The kids are doing great! They are such special little tackers – each with their own personalities and different gifts and it’s a joy (most of the time) to 
watch them grow and learn. Sydney still spends her mornings with Amina while Jack and Tilly are in school. She is such a happy kid, she loves to talk 
– she’ll often tell us “I love talking, I can talk all by myself!” She has just recently learned how to pedal her bike by herself too… apparently Tilly taught 
her! Tilly is doing well with school – she’s not as gifted with reading and maths as Jack is but she makes up for it with her enthusiasm and incredible 
artistic abilities – reading and maths will come one day! Jack loves school; he’s currently reading the Hobbit and flying through all his work. But way 
more valuable than any of his academic abilities is his incredible ability to encourage others! I was not looking forward at all to the first day of school 
but his ridiculously positive attitude and excitement and encouragement carried me through. Since the start of the term, we’ve been hosting a 
combined art class with some of the other missionary kids in town. It is great fun – we’ve had 11 kids here most times, ranging in age from 4 to 10! I’m 
not too sure that they’re learning much but it’s just a great chance for them all to get together! 
 
Photos (L-R): Sydney riding on her own, the kids’ new tree house, Tilly & Heidi – our temporary pet tortoise, first day of school 2014 
   

               



Our growing team… 
It has been a bit quiet here in Lichinga with the Cranes away on home assignment and the Falconers away in South Africa 
awaiting the arrival of bub! But we’re super excited that everything went well, Katelyn Beth Falconer was born on 30th 
January, all her paperwork is in order and we’re hoping to welcome them all home next week! 
 
Katelyn won’t be our newest team member for long! The Houstons are leaving in a couple of week’s time for South Africa 
to await the birth of their third child as well. Please pray for them!  
 

 
To pray about… 

• Pray for supernatural language learning ability for Cam with Chiyawo and that he won’t feel alone 
when he goes into offices.  

• Pray for the kids and their friendships here 
• Pray for Kath as she does school with the kids 
• Pray that we have good rains and good crops 
• Pray for Jonny as he manages a team of workers to finish off the house 
• Praise God for the safe arrival of Katelyn and pray the Falconers will get back soon and safely 
• Please pray that we will be able to get visas and DIREs for the Goods to come in ASAP 
• Pray for God’s wisdom, guidance, and sustaining love for us in all we do  

 
 

Contact  deta i ls   
Postal address:  
Cam & Kath Beeck 
CP 222  
Lichinga 
Niassa Province 
Mozambique 
e-mail: ckbeeck@gmail.com 
web: beeckbrief.wordpress.com 
mob: +258 866 12 90 56  
 

Relaxing at Meponda on the shores of Lake Malawi 

 


