
	  

	  

	  

	  

 
The Beeck Brief 

7th November 2013 
 
Has anyone else lost  t rack?  
If you feel like you’ve been trying to follow what’s going on with our registration and DIREs and new team members here in Mozambique but you just 
can’t keep up… don’t worry – we’re in the same boat! Just when we think we have something sorted out it seems the hoop that we need to jump 
through has moved way over that way and we’re back to square one. Rather than bore you with all the nitty gritty details, here is just a brief run down of 
the things we know for sure and the things we’d still love for you to be praying about. We got our registration renewed! That means that Global 
Interaction has been approved to be working in Mozambique for the next two years. 
Following that, we got our DIREs renewed – they’re our resident’s visas, valid for a year 
– so we’re good ‘til next August. Despite getting our registration approved, we haven’t 
been able to get any of our new teammates into the country. Ayla, Ben, Sam, Elizabeth 
and Anna are all currently waiting in Malawi. There isn’t really a straightforward process 
to follow from here on in; we’re just trying everything we can to get it sorted. Perhaps 
you could pray for wisdom, patience and perseverance for us all in this, for God’s 
mighty power to be displayed and for Him to be glorified.  

 
 

The last  few months… an overv iew 
It seems like busy, a little bit messy and with nothing ever really going to plan is our normal everyday life here – we’re getting very good at being 
flexible! It’s really quite easy to get sidetracked from the task of language and culture learning. Things here just take a ridiculous amount of time and 
that’s when things go right! The last few months have been a bit of a rollercoaster ride. We fare welled Alan back in August – a very sad day indeed. We 
miss Al a lot – probably none more than Sydney who grabbing his photo of the fridge the other day declared “Alan! I do love Alan!” We had a visit from 
our Director of Member Care – Karen and her husband Bruce. It was great to catch up with them and spend some time building up our team. We went 
to Lilongwe for a week for medical and dental check ups. I was a bit nervous – especially about the dentist – but the guy we found was lovely, great 
with the kids and sounds just like Gru from Despicable Me! We’re all super healthy and none of our teeth are falling out… except for Jack’s but that’s 
normal. We then spent a week holidaying in Malawi to recharge a bit before jumping into the next language challenge. We went back to Malawi not long 
after for an Engagement Party! Ayla’s boyfriend Ben proposed to her recently so we got to celebrate, complete with matching capulana clothes! Cam 
spent some time in Maputo with Jonno trying to sort out some visa issues, he got back on a Thursday, then we went back to Malawi again on the Friday 
for team retreat! It’s about a 4 hour drive to get to Malawi and you’d think being the road to the border it would be reasonable but it’s a shocker. It 
leaves us pretty wiped out and physically sore. Thank goodness we don’t have to do it on the back of a truck! Our weekends at home our often spent 
relaxing, doing things around the house or exploring down at the river.  

    



Language and Cul ture Learning  

Just in case you haven’t already heard – Cam passed his Portuguese test! Woohoo! All that hard work paid off and now he can relax and just enjoy 
being able to speak to people… oh no hang on, that’s not right… now he can start on his 
second language! We both made a start on Chiyawo about six weeks ago and it is intense! 
Cam’s doing 5-7 lessons a week while I’ve been doing 3 afternoons. The plan at the moment is 
that Cam will continue to do as much as possible. I will take a break after this week to focus on 
finishing school with the kids off well for the year.  With the uncertainty still regarding when 
Ayla might be able to join us and take over the teaching duties, my language study plans are all 
a bit up in the air for next year. The last few months have been quite hectic and we haven’t had 
as many opportunities to spend time with people as we would like. Learning culture is not 
something that just happens – it takes a lot of planning, effort, thought and time for 
opportunities to arise. The value of sitting and chatting, helping out and just being present is 
huge! Just by being around, I had the privilege of being invited to a festival to celebrate the end 
of Ramadan – it was great. Cam had a chance to visit the home village of his language nurturer 
and have lunch with his family. They dined on duck – which after asking around a bit, is 
unheard of in these parts. We both were also able to attend the sadaka (one year after the 
funeral remembrance ceremony) for Cam’s old language nurturers father.     Dancing at the Eid Al-Fitr festa 
    
 
 

            K ids 
The kids are doing well. We have about 4 weeks of school left for the year, 
which we’re all looking forward to the end of. Jack and Tilly really enjoy it 
(most of the time) but we’re all just a bit tired now I think.  

Last week we celebrated Jack’s 8th birthday with a trip to Mbuna Bay - 
http://beeckbrief.wordpress.com/2013/11/06/baboona-bay/. Jack’s doing really well with 
school, he’s just about to finish year 2, he’s a very helpful, kind, encouraging, 
sensitive boy. He misses his mates in Australia a lot and is pretty devastated 
that the Cranes are heading on home assignment soon.  

Matilda is just about to finish Pre-Primary – she’s made great progress with 
her reading and writing in the last month or so – I even caught her writing 
words instead of drawing horses one day! Matilda loves decorating and gift 
giving… I often go to bed at night to find a cup of flowers by my bedside.  

Sydney is learning English, Portuguese and Chiyawo – I’m convinced she’ll 
be able to speak it way before and better than I will. She spends her mornings 
hanging out with Amina while we do school. They have a ball – I’m often a bit 
jealous.  

The girls were both quite sick a few weeks ago. I took Tilly to get a malaria 
test just in case but thankfully she didn’t have that. I think it was just a bad 
tummy bug but we were able to get the medication we needed for her here 
and she felt better after a few days. We got onto Sydney’s a bit more quickly 
so she didn’t get quite so sick. Apart from that, they have been incredibly 
healthy. I think probably more so than they ever were in Australia. There aren’t 
too many other kids in the class to pick up bugs from J. If you want to read a 
bit more about our hospital – http://beeckbrief.wordpress.com/2013/10/01/a-trip-to-ed/  

Photos (anticlockwise from top left): Jack studying hard, Matilda studying 
hard, Tilly waiting for her malaria test results, all of us in school, Sydney 
painting Amina’s nails, Jack and Josiah exploring down the river.  

 



Team Retreat  
Last month we had our first chance to have a whole of Team Mozambique get 
together! It is so great to all be on the same continent at least – it’s a start! All of 
us here in Moz drove over to Malawi to meet the Goods and Ayla for a chance to 
spend some quality time together and start some strategy talk. We also had the 
chance to spend some time with John Davis, one of our Global Interaction 
Consultants, fellow Rivo Baptist Church member and wonderful friend. And it 
was also really great to spend a bit more time with Johnny, Liz and Ben – Ayla’s 
fiancé! Johnny is an incredible volunteer builder who has helped us out heaps 
in the past and is hoping to get back to Moz soon… if we can get him a visa. 
Liz is working with the Global Interaction team in Malawi and Ben has been 
volunteering with the Malawi team while some other team members are on 
home assignment.  

 
 

Keeping in Touch 
Keeping in touch with people properly is way harder than I thought it was going to be! 
There are probably a few different reasons for that – on top of the technology issues 
and hectic schedules. I think one of them is that it really didn’t take too long being here 
for the things that were completely mind boggling in the beginning to become our new 
normal. Maybe the things that some people are dying to know are just the seemingly 
boring ins and out of daily life here? I don’t know, but if there is something you are 
curious about or you have an idea for a blog post or even ways that we can better keep 
in touch – please let us know! Please feel free to email! We don’t always reply very 
quickly but we love hearing from you. And if we can help in any way be part of your 
church service, small group, prayer gathering, MOPS group, anything… please ask us, 
we would love to be involved. If you haven’t already signed up to our Blog – you are 
very welcome to. If you subscribe, you’ll get an email letting you know each time 
there’s a new blog post. Have no fear, at the rate I’m going, you’re assured not to have 
your inbox inundated with new posts. Go to http://beeckbrief.wordpress.com and click on the 
Sign Me Up! button over on the right hand side.  
  

 
 
To pray about… 
§ Pray for peace in Mozambique – there has been some increased political tension, a bit of fighting (nowhere near us) and elections are coming up.  
§ Pray that we will be able to get visas and DIREs for the Goods, Ayla, Jonny and we’ll see an end to the ongoing problems we’re having with 

immigration.  
§ Pray for the kids and I to be able focus well and have the energy to finish off school well.  
§ Pray for Cam as he keeps on with his Chiyawo lessons – for patience, perseverance, energy and 

great relationships with the people who are helping him.  
§ Pray for our team unity as the Cranes go off on home assignment, the Goods and Ayla are unable 

to enter the country, the Falconers will be welcoming a new addition to their family in South 
Africa early next year and the Houstons will follow them not long after.  

§ Please pray for our continued safety on the roads and our health in general.  
§ We’re so thankful for a wonderful group of support people working with us – it makes the world of 

difference.  
§ Praise God that we got our new DIREs – that’s huge!  
 
Thank you all for your ongoing support, love and prayers – we appreciate it so much!  
Love from the Beecks  


