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L i fe 
I think that I could probably start every single newsletter with “we’ve had a very busy last few months here” and I wouldn’t be lying. Since we last wrote, 
Cam and I have both started on the next phase of our Portuguese language learning, I’ve been to South Africa three times – twice for check ups on my 
foot and once for a family holiday, Cam and I both had birthdays, we fare welled Bethwyn, Jack’s had his head stitched, Tilly’s honed her horse drawing 
skills even more and Sydney has turned two and given up using her shusha (dummy). The last couple of months (with the exception of holidays) have 
been particularly difficult. We were all fully prepared to start the year with Ayla teaching the kids, Richelle here to help out with Syd and both of us to 
have much more time to focus on our language and culture learning, but it seems God has a different plan. It has taken a bit of juggling to keep things 
on track but our team has been amazing (as usual) and despite not having the incredible help we were so looking forward to, we’ve been able to make 
some progress with a few things. We’re unable to get visas at the moment for Ayla and Richelle. We’re concerned too that the same issues that are 
preventing them from being able to enter could be problematic when we go to renew our residency visas at the end of April. So, life is a little bit 
stressful here just at the moment. But in the midst of all of that stress, we have many things to be thankful for… here are just a few.  

 
Language & Cul ture Learning 

Both Cam and I are continuing to study Portuguese – we still are managing to do lessons almost every day. In this phase 
of the language program, one of the activities we do is to share “bridge” stories – something that is familiar to both our 
language nurturer and us. I’ve just started using the Jesus Storybook Bible in my lessons this last week and already my 
nurturer and I have had some really great conversations about God, creation, his love and plan for salvation. It’s very 
cool!  
 
Cam’s language helper started a new job last week working in a government department in town. At the moment, Cam 
will continue lessons with him after work (his nurturer is super dedicated) as well as starting out working with one of our 
newly trained nurturers over the coming weeks. Cam did his over the phone Portuguese test just before we went away. 
He’s moved up to the next proficiency level, which was really encouraging. He just needs to keep going for a bit longer to 
reach the next level up and then he will start learning Chiyao.  

 
Heal th  & Safety 
I am so pleased to announce that my foot has fully healed! While we were away on holidays, Cam and I went 
tubing down a river, which involved a fair bit of walking on uneven rocks and trekking down the side of the hill. It 
didn’t even cross my mind at the time I was booking it that my foot might not be up for the challenge. But it was 
– it was the ultimate test and while it proved I am incredibly unfit – I can confidently say that my foot can do 
anything!  
 
Jack decided that the usual tourist spots in Cape Town just weren’t cutting edge enough for him so he organized 
us a trip to the Groote Schuur Emergency Department. He tripped on a rock while trying out his new running 
shoes, flipped through the air and landed head first on another rock. I didn’t see it happen but it sounded 
impressive! He then emerged screaming from the bushes and covered in blood with a pretty sizeable gash on his 
forehead that ended up needing three stitches. I’ve calculated if he keeps going at this rate… he’ll have 30 
stitches in his head by the time he turns 18! 

 



    
Out  and about   
In January, we had a team visit from Parkerville – Alan’s home church in WA. We all spent a day out together in the village where Cam’s language 
helper’s Grandma lives. Cam, Jack, Al and the Parky guys all walked out to Grandma’s farm to “help” out with some weeding. I stayed back at the 
village with Tilly, Sydney, my language nurturer and her children and prepared lunch for everyone on their return. We then spent another morning with 
the girls on the team buying food at the market then cooking lunch all together for the team and our family at my language nurturer’s house. They were 
all super keen to give just about anything a go and I learnt heaps in those few days. They were a real blessing to us all… just wish they could have 
stayed longer! 

 
Team Moz 
I really had to get myself psyched up to come back after holidays. There’s not really too much about life here in Lichinga that is easy. The roads are 
atrocious and just making it home is a mission. While I love learning Portuguese – it’s hard work. I always have a bit of a sense of dread approaching 
the border. Lots of people around us are sick and well – dying, it’s sad. I love hanging out with my Mozambican friends but a lot of the time – that is 
really, really hard work. So the thing that got me most excited about getting home this time was that knowing that we’re part of an amazing team. A 
team that encourages us and supports us and helps take care of our kids and feeds us and loves us… even on our bad days. It’s awesome.  
 
While we’re pretty sad / frustrated about the delay in getting Ayla and Richelle here, they have been incredibly flexible and certainly aren’t wasting time 
in Malawi. They’ve both started full time Chiyao study which will just give them such an amazing head start when they get here.  
 
We’re excited too about the Goods joining us soon! We don’t know exactly when just yet but we know God has it all under control. They are still raising 
the last little bit of financial support to get them on their way. If you’d like to join their team of supporters – I know they would really appreciate that. 
You can donate once off or as on ongoing thing by visiting… http://www.globalinteraction.org.au/Support/Workers/Staff/BenandSamantha.aspx  
 

         

Hol iday T ime 
My sister, brother-in-law and two nephews arrived late in February for a visit here and to 
join us on holidays in South Africa. It was awesome! They really enjoyed their time here 
in Lichinga. They joined in with our language lessons, went out to visit people in the 
village with us, did a whole bunch of sightseeing in and around Lichinga and tried their 
best to chat to people in Portuguese. I’m so proud of them… it’s not easy, especially 
when you’ve got little, little kids and they were amazing! We had such a good time 
together. After spending a week and a half here, we visited a Game Park in Malawi then 
spent a couple of weeks together in South Africa.  
 
I could fill pages and pages with amazing photos of the beautiful scenery around 
Lichinga. It wasn’t too bad at Liwonde or in South Africa either… but I won’t. I still need 
to sort through them all. Keep an eye on the Blog over the next few months if you’re 
interested. I’ll put them on there. 	  
	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	   	  



Kids  
Apart from a bump to the head – Jack’s doing really well. We had a bit of a funny start to the year with just a few weeks of school before holidays but 
he’s settling back into the routine of school well now. He is an avid reader – he can easily polish off a couple of books in an afternoon!  

Tilly has settled in so well to Pre-Primary. I thought it would take a lot more hard work than it has – but she’s been a pleasure to teach. She has a real 
gift for drawing, loves all things beautiful and loves to give gifts!  
 
Sydney is two! She had her birthday at the start of the week – with three mini-celebrations over a week, all in different countries! We decided that two 
was just a good a time as any to give up her shusha so Tuesday morning she threw it in the burn pit. It’s been so much easier than I thought. She cries 
a bit before going to sleep now but has slept all night every night since.  

 
Looking Forward – 2013 
We honestly have no idea how this year is going to look. We’re not too sure when Ayla and Richelle might be able to get their visas. With our visas due 
to be renewed at the end of April, we’re really just taking each day, as it comes. We’re keeping focused on doing a good job with school with the kids, 
learning as much language and culture as we can and trying to listen to and trust God when you’re not really sure what he’s up to. Much easier said 
than done J.  
 
In a few weeks time our whole team will be heading to Malawi to spend a few days together with the Global Interaction team there at a conference. I 
think we’re all looking forward to spending some quality time together – particularly with our long distance teammates Ayla and Richelle. We’ll be 
doing some in depth study about Yao culture with Ian Dicks and Walt White, which is always so inspiring. And as an extra added bonus – Sally Pim will 
be returning to help Richelle take care of the smaller kids while we all study. Woohoo!!! 

 
May Missions Month 

If you or your church are looking for some great resources to use for May Missions 
Month – head to www.globalinteraction.org.au and follow the link under News. If you 
didn’t get a chance to use the “MOVED” series last year, or even if you did, it’s well 
worth getting your hands on.  
 
There’s also a special edition of “RESONATE” out just for May. It’s full of great 
material that you can use as a personal or small group study resouce and there are 
even sermon and passage notes to get you started if the whole church wants to get on board.  
 
It’s also a great time to pledge your support for one of the Global Interaction projects. If you click on the support tab on the 
Global Interaction website – you can search through all of the projects. I would highly recommend all of them. If you would like 
to support one of Team Mozambique’s projects, I will happily send you a bunch of information to use for promotion during May.  

 

To pray about… 
§ Praise God that we’re progressing with our language learning. Please pray for Cam as he looks to start lessons with someone new. It’s such a key 

relationship in this initial period – it would be great if they get along well. We often have great opportunities to share deeply in the lives of these 
people – pray that God would guide us in what we do and say… and that we’d listen well.  

§ Praise God that my foot’s better and Jack’s head has healed and we have had many incident free trips. Please pray for Cam as he’s not feeling well.  
§ Please pray that we will be able to renew our DIRES – our current ones will expire on April 30th.  
§ Please pray for Ayla and Richelle as they adjust to the idea of spending some time in Malawi and work hard at language learning.  
§ Please continue to pray for Ben and Sam as they prepare to join us in the near future.  
§ Praise God for our wonderful team here – for great friendships and support. Please pray that as our team continues to grow, that we will continue to 

work together well. I’m sure the enemy would love it if we didn’t.  
§ Praise God for our three wonderful children – they bring us such joy!  
§ And Praise God for a wonderful holiday and time spent with family.  


