
	  

	  

	  

	  

 
The Beeck Brief 

31st December 2012 
Li fe 
We’ve had a busy last three months here. Since the last newsletter went out, we’ve had a short holiday in Malawi, a team retreat by the lake on the 
Malawi side, a trip to South Africa (for me) and then Malawi for the whole family (to pick me up), we’ve finished school for the year (Yippee!), we’ve 
almost finished Phase 2 of our language learning (actually Cam has), we’ve been busy doing a few bits and pieces to make the granny flat out the back 
a little bit more cosy for all of our wonderful helpers and we’ve celebrated Christmas and New Years! We’re feeling quite at home here now. The kids 
have settled really well, Cam’s having a ball exploring all the hardware shops around the place – it’s way more exciting than Bunnings, and I’m getting 
there, slowly...  

 
Language 
Last week Cam finished off Phase 2 of our language program. I’ve been slacking off a bit (just trying to get school finished) so have another week or so 
to go but we should both be ready to start Phase 3 in the new year. The plan at the moment is that Cam will continue with Portuguese for a little while 
longer, maybe a month or so and then he’ll do another test to see how far his come. If that goes well, then he’ll switch over to ChiYawo. I plan to keep 
going with Portuguese for at least the first 6 months of the year and the possibly switch over to ChiYawo in the second half of the year. Cam’s enjoying 
it a lot more now than he was and he’s easily able to get all the things done around town. Our focus at the moment is still on building our 
understanding of language and culture and developing friendships with the people we come in contact with. Our language nurturers are wonderful and 
it’s nice to be able to share with them on a deeper level as our understanding slowly grows.  

 
A  Broken Foot 
We have an amazing new basketball ring in the backyard! Cam made it and as you can see below, one Saturday afternoon a bunch of people helped him 
put it up. Keith and I spent a fair while watching them, joking about how much Physio business I’d have with people rolling their ankles on the curb 
under the basket… ha ha ha! Less than two hours later… deciding a rolled ankle just wasn’t taking it far enough, I broke my foot! In a spectacularly 
stupid moment, I jumped, barefoot, to try to touch the net and landed on the curb. At first I didn’t think it was too bad, but when I couldn’t walk an hour 
later I figured it was broken. Heather took me to the local hospital but they don’t do xrays (or give out crutches for that matter) on the weekend. The 
“doctor” there was lucky I didn’t whack him after he wrenched my foot then told me to take some panadol and it would pass. Instead I rang our amazing 
medical people and they flew me to South Africa to get it sorted. I was supposed to fly out on Sunday but the pilots decided they’d go on strike instead 
so I hobbled around Lichinga til Tuesday then spent all day travelling, arriving at the hospital Tuesday night. The orthopaedic surgeon was expecting me 
and organized an xray and then a CT scan. It turns out I have a fractured cuboid, I have to wear an Aircast boot for 8 weeks, until I go back in January to 
see the doctor. It’s really not at all painful… just a bit annoying. The crutches and big weird boot combination sure do make getting around in the wet 
season interesting .  
 
 

           



 

                
Out  in  the v i l lage -  Cam 
Two weeks ago Alan and Myself spent a couple of days and nights out at a village called Malulu.  This village is where the Grandma of our language 
helper Januario lives and is about 1 hour north of Lichinga out in the hills of the district Sanga.  We went just for a village experience and the chance to 
have some intensive language time as reverting to English is a limited option in these places!  Our stay was probably what is considered an upmarket 
village experience as Januarios’ family is comparatively well off – for example his Grandmas house has electricity (one or two lights and a TV).  Well off 
still means dirt floor in the houses, cooking outside on charcoal fires, pit toilet, washing from a bucket in a grass cubicle, the rare addition of meat to 
the diet but also means immense hospitality and an openness to welcome strange visitors.   
We had a great time visiting the small farm, exploring a local mountain and choosing logs in the bush for future timber purchases.  It was a great time 
of language immersion and to get a greater sense of how life works from sun up to sun down outside of city Lichinga.  
 
 

Looking Forward – 2013 
We have some pretty exciting things to look forward to this year. As well as Ayla and Richelle arriving, we have a 
team from Parkerville coming to visit in January and our General Director is coming to visit later in March. And… 
my sister is coming! And my brother-in-law and my two gorgeous nephews, one of whom I’ve never even met except 
via Skype. So it would be fair to say I am just a little bit excited about that… like about to flood the computer with 
happy tears excited! Then later in the year Cam’s parents are hoping to visit – if all goes well they’ll be here for 
Tilly’s birthday – and now I’m crying again. I think it’s actually been easier than I thought it would be away from 
family and friends. So we’re certainly not crying ourselves to sleep every night… but it will be truly wonderful to see 
them.  
 
Hol iday T ime 
As is always the case with holidays, it feels like forever ago, but we did manage to get away for a week of rest in Malawi. We spent a few nights staying 
next to Lake Malawi at a lodge. Most of that time we spent hanging out by or in the pool. The kids thought it was fantastic – mostly because they had a 
bar in the pool! With concrete underwater seats and all! So we ordered drinks most days and sat in the water to drink them. After that, we headed to 
Liwonde National Park where we spent a couple of nights. We got to go on a game drive and a boat trip and saw heaps of animals. I think the highlight 
was seeing a whole family of elephants together having a bath in the river. We then spent a few days in Blantyre doing a bit of shopping. There was a 
bouncy castle at the shops which the kids thought was great fun so we stayed for ages and then managed to catch Ice Age 4 at the cinema. Sydney 
wasn’t impressed… she slept through most of it, but Jack and Tilly loved it.	  	  	  	  	  
	  	  	  	  	  	  	  

	  	  	  	   	  	  	  	  	  	   	  	  	  	  	   	  



Kids  

The kids are going great! They’re doing an amazing job at adjusting to life 
here and we’re super proud of them.  
 
Jack’s just finished Year 1! I’m not sure who’s happier about being on 
holidays .  He recently celebrated his 7th birthday. We were at team retreat 
at the time so we had a beach sports afternoon party, which he thought was 
fantastic. I thought it was going to be disaster when he woke up that morning 
feeling quite sick and a bit dizzy. I figured after a while he was probably just 
quite hypoglycaemic… I’d sent him to bed without dinner for being a ratbag. 
Woops! Anyway, the day worked out really well and then his birthday just 
seemed to go on forever with presents arriving for 3 weeks after. A lot of his 
mates from school sent things out which he was so stoked about! He hasn’t 
been to keen to learn Portuguese yet and he’s a bit of a homebody but we’re 
planning on starting lessons next year with him and he’s slowly getting more 
comfortable being out and about.  
 
 
Tilly is doing well. She and Jack get on like a house on fire. They will happily 
spend hours playing together, usually with very few fights, which we are very 
thankful for. She doesn’t really have many other girl friends at the moment 
but that doesn’t seem to bother her too much. She’s a very independent, 
feisty, adventurous little girl – great fun! Next year she will start Pre-Primary 
with Ayla. She’s a pretty smart little cookie but also quite mischievous… so 
I’m really quite glad that Ayla will get to sort that out before I start teaching 
her. Tilly’s not overly friendly in any language, let alone Portuguese but she 
is slowly starting to come out of her shell. She chats a bit with our guards 
now. Actually, I’m pretty sure she’s just trying to get them to get fruit off the 
trees for her… but it’s a start.  
 
 
Sydney is thriving. She’s starting to talk more, still eating as much chima and 
beans as she can get her hands on and running everywhere now. She loves 
having all her mates here in the mornings to hang out. Rachel is only 10 days 
older and Levi about 6 months older. Soon Elizabeth will be here – she’s 
only a month older. So we’ll have quite a little gang of two year olds! They 
are adorable!!! Syd is a huge fan of the rainy season. She spent almost an 
hour last week outside, collecting water dripping out of the drain and then 
taking it to pour on the garden. I’ve never seen anyone so happy to be 
soaking wet and muddy.  
 
 

 
 

 
Awesome Team 
  
Our team is continuing to grow! Bethwyn arrived here a few weeks ago to help take care of the 
kids along with Sally. It’s not too long before Ayla arrives and we also have Richelle joining us 
early in the year to help out with the younger kids. Wow – what an incredible blessing! 
 
We’re all getting along really well and have heaps of fun together. It’s a real privilege being here 
and working alongside such fantastic people. 
 
Ayla now has all of her support together! She’s due to arrive in Malawi on Jan 21st where we will 
pick her up and get her visa sorted out. We’ve just recently received the letter that we needed to 
get her residents visa so it’s looking all good to go. What an incredible answer to prayer! 
 
Ben, Sam, Elizabeth and Anna hope to join us here in Lichinga early in 2012. At the moment 
they are busy building a partnership team. If you would like to be part of that team, please visit: 
http://www.globalinteraction.org.au/Support/Workers/Staff/BenandSamantha.aspx 
 



	  	  	   	  	   	  	   	  	   	  	  	    
Sal ly  Anne Pim   
It’s less than two weeks now until Sally leaves us . I could go on and on and on about the bucketload of ways in which she has blessed us, but I’ll 
just sum it up in a few key attributes. Sal’s always up for an adventure – she’s helped me to get out about way more than I would have on my own. Sally 
loves my kids – not just the cute cuddly parts about them but the stinky, annoying parts too! She’s the best fill-in aunty we could have ever hoped for. 
Sal is enthusiastic about everything… even if she’s on the brink of death, delirious, riddled with parasites and sunburnt – she’s up for anything! Sally is 
open and honest and so willing to let God grow her… and he sure has this year. In what has by far been the most difficult year of my life… Sal has 
been like a ray of sunshine. We love her and we will miss her but I know God has great things in store for her this coming year and into the future. 
Thank you to everyone who has helped support Sally in her time here, I’m honestly not sure I could have done this without her.  
 
To pray about… 
 Praise God that we are still getting along well with our language helpers and our ability to engage with people is improving every day! 
 Aside from head colds, praise God that we’ve all been really healthy! With the rains having started there are now more mosquitoes around and there’s 

always the risk of malaria – so please continue to pray for us.  
 The Falconers were able to get their DIRES a while ago! We’ve been able to get the letters approved to get the process started for Ayla’s as well. We 

have been having a fair bit of difficulty in this area so this is a huge praise point! 
 Please continue to pray for Ben, Sam, Elizabeth & Anna as they prepare to join us next year. They now have 75% of their support.  
 Please pray for our continued safety – especially on these crazy roads.  
 Praise God for Sally & Bethwyn being here to help us out, they are an incredible blessing. Praise God too that Richelle Francis is coming to volunteer 

with us soon. She’s been out here a few times before so already knows the ropes. Fantastic news! 
 Praise God for our wonderful team here – for great friendships and support. Please pray that as our team continues to grow, that we will continue to 

work together well. I’m sure the enemy would love it if we didn’t.  
 Praise God that we have such great medical insurance and that my foot was able to be attended to and seems to be healing well.   
 Praise God for Jack and his wonderful efforts with school this year! He has worked so hard and with everything else going on, it’s amazing that he has 

done as well as he has.  
 Please pray for our teammate Alan who has had problems with an ear infection. He had to spend Christmas and New Year alone in Johannesburg .  
 Please pray for Cam’s Portuguese learning. He is hoping to take the phone test again early this year and if that goes well, will look to switch over to 

Chiyawo sometime early this year.  

         
Keeping in Touch 
We would love to be able to share this exciting journey with you. If you would like to get in touch with us, here are some options: 
 

 Kath Beeck / Cam Beeck / The Beeck Brief 
 
              beeckbrief.wordpress.com 
 
               ckbeeck@gmail.com              
 

In Mozambique: CP 222, Lichinga, Niassa Province, Mozambique 
 

Phone: +258 866129056 
 


