
	  

	  

	  

	  

 
The Beeck Brief 

29th September 2012 
 
 
L i fe 
With all the packing and partnership development and preparing the kids and thinking about how Cam would cope with such a big transition in life and 
the million and one other things that need to be done before you move your whole family across the world… I think I forgot to think about me. I was 
told that would probably happen, that Mums are always so worried about making sure everyone else is ok they forget about themselves and at the time I 
remember thinking “Hmmm… I’ll have to watch out for that.” But I must have forgot. I didn’t really think about how it would be going from being a stay 
at home Mum with kids at school and a baby to enjoy to juggling teaching, language learning, newsletter writing, mothering, wifeing (that’s a word 
right?) and running a house. Don’t get me wrong I really do love it! And I can’t really complain… Sally is doing an amazing job taking care of my girls 
and helping with school. Amina is doing a wonderful job keeping my house clean and helping out with the cooking. Cam is doing a great job helping 
out with just about everything and we don’t lift a finger in outside with Paixão and Andre working out there. But you know what… I kinda liked pottering 
around the house, playing with Syd, watching movies with Tilly, that blissful feeling of dropping the kids at school and I actually really enjoy hanging 
out the washing. Some days I wonder what on earth we’re doing here. It doesn’t last too long though .  
 

Language 
We’re just finishing up a week off from language lessons. It has been a great chance to catch up on a few things and let our brains rest a little bit. Our 
Portuguese understanding and speaking is coming along well! Our language helpers are doing an excellent job. We feel so blessed to have them. 
Cam’s language helper Januario and my language helper Dayana are married (to each other). They only live about 10 minutes walk away and they have 
2 children – Mercia 8 and Derson 3 - who our kids just love (You can see them in the photos with Jack & Tilly below). They’ve been so hospitable, we 
often spend time just sitting in their back yard while the children play. They’re becoming great friends as well as great teachers.  
         

Cul ture 
We’re continuing to get out and about visiting people. I’ve been out a few times to visit Dayana’s family in a village north of Lichinga. We had lunch 
with Amina’s family on the weekend. We also had the opportunity recently to attend the funeral of Januario’s father and then the special ceremony after 
40 days on the weekend just gone. We’re slowly learning bits and pieces about how Yawo people view the world. It’s a little bit awkward and confusing 
spending probably three quarters of the time we’re out about having no idea at all what is going on. But we try not to take ourselves too seriously, to be 
flexible and see where things take us. It usually leads to some wonderfully exciting and lengthy adventures. But it’s actually pretty exciting when the 
opportunity arises, to sit still in the chaos that surrounds and listen and realize that God is at work here and that He can speak to us wherever we are, 
whatever we’re doing.  
 
 

   



Team 
We are truly blessed to have an amazing, loving, caring, supportive, fun bunch of people to work with 
here. We love them all to bits! The Falconers arrived a couple of weeks ago – it’s so great to have 
them here. The kids are having a ball playing with Levi (I can hear them as I write). They’ve settled 
into their house and have even started language lessons.  
 
We’re really looking forward to the arrival of Ayla, hopefully in January. She’ll be teaching Jack (Year 
2) and Tilly (Pre-Primary) as well as helping out with the smaller kids. I can’t wait! Ayla currently has 
about 80% of her support together. If you would like to contribute to Ayla’s support (and thereby the 
preservation of my sanity) please visit http://www.globalinteraction.org.au/Support/Workers/Staff/Ayla.aspx  

 
We’re also really excited to welcome our newest team member Anna Sophia 
Good! Ben and Sam had a beautiful baby girl last week. They’re hoping to 
join us here in Lichinga early in 2012. There’s just so much to look forward 
to! Ben and Sam are super busy with their new bub and Partnership Development. If you would like to partner with them, please 
visit http://www.globalinteraction.org.au/Support/Workers/Staff/BenandSamantha.aspx  
 
Sally continues to be an enormous blessing to us all in so many ways. Thank you again to everyone who has supported her 
over the last few months. She has made an incredible difference here! We love her very much. Sal will be returning to Australia 
early in January. If you have ever thought about spending some time in Mozambique, taking care of some gorgeous kiddies – 
we would love to hear from you. If you want to read a bit about Sally’s experiences here, check out her blog 
http://sallypim.blogspot.com  
 
 

 
K ids  
I know I’m biased, but our kids are amazing. We are so proud of them. They’ve done a great job adapting to life here, they’re all really enjoying it.  
 
Jack is working really hard in school. He loves learning and is a pleasure to teach. He’s just discovered the joy of reading and is devouring anything he 
can get his hands on. He thinks that the Crane boys are the best things ever (I tend to agree) and loves hanging out with them whenever he gets the 
chance. He knows quite a few words in Portuguese and does an awesome job greeting people.  
 
Tilly adores Sally and loves to spend her mornings dancing, reading, playing, cooking, doing craft and joining in with school every now and then. She’s 
a little bit shyer when it comes to greeting people but it’s lovely to see her “chatting” with our guards. I think she knows a lot more Portuguese than she 
lets on.  
 
Sydney is a star. I wouldn’t be surprised if she already understands as much as I do. Even before we left Perth she was keen to learn Portuguese. Every 
Monday night when Tim came, she would wake up to come and listen to him speak. She can eat more chima than I can – it’s incredible! And she loves 
being carried around in the capulana. When I was away in Malawi recently and Cam was busy with language lessons – she spent a lot of the morning 
on Amina’s back helping her with the housework.  
 
It’s been a real blessing having the kids around. They’re such good little ice breakers and it makes that time when you’re sitting around with not much 
to do and say a little less awkward – you can always point and smile at what they’re up to.  
 
We’re really thankful to God for their continued good health. We’re not overly cautious with their food and drink – they eat whatever’s on offer when we 
go out visiting and often drink the water too. Sydney will eat anything – even if it’s been in someone’s mouth! What can I say, she’s 18 months old. I 
was a little bit grossed out when I saw she had gone into the guard house, taken Paixão’s toothbrush and was walking down the verandah sucking on it.  
 
So, you can see, it’s no small thing that they have been so healthy. Thank you everyone who has been praying for them, we really do appreciate it! 

     



Struggles  
This is not afternoon athletic contest that we’ll walk away from and forget about in a couple of hours. This is for keeps, a life-or-death fight to the finish 
against the devil and his angels. Be prepared. You’re up against far more than you can handle on your own. Take all the help you can get, every weapon 
God has issued, so that when it’s all over but the shouting you’ll still be on your feet. Truth, righteousness, peace, faith, and salvation are more than 
words. Learn how to apply them. You’ll need them throughout your life. God’s word it an indispensable weapon. In the same way, prayer is essential in 
this ongoing warfare. Pray hard and long. Pray for your brothers and sisters. Keep your eyes open. Keep each other’s spirits up so that no one falls 
behind or drops out. Ephesians 6, The Message.   
 
We’re constantly reminded of this here. Witchcraft is a very common thing. Our guard told us just the other day that he 
thought someone had put a curse on him as he had found some unusual objects in his bathroom. Another friend’s uncle 
threatened him with a death curse if he moved. After attending the ceremony recently both Alan and I had sleepless 
nights with some quite scary spiritual oppression evident. We really do appreciate your prayers. We know our God is 
greater and stronger than all these things.  
 
Oh… look at Sydney’s cute little doona cover and owl cushion over there. If only I had have known / realized before I 
went with the owl theme. Everyone here is terrified of owls! I’m sure it’s way more complex than this, but as I understand 
it, largely because they visit only at night and make unusual noises, they are sometimes believed to be transformations 
of witches. Amina assures me that she isn’t scared of the cushion but I don’t know. Not my wisest decorating choice.  

 
 
Baby Bundles 
Often on a Monday morning, we visit the local hospital to give away Baby Bundles to the new 
Mums there. We also take small gifts for women who have lost their babies or are unwell. 
Recently, Sally put together a video to show you what it’s like. You can view it by visiting 
http://dl.dropbox.com/u/20961508/Maternity%20Ministry.m4v. At the moment, we’re running low on blankets. 
If you have any that you would like to contribute, you can send them to the address below.  

 

 
 
 

Keeping in Touch 
We would love to be able to share this exciting journey with you. If you would like to get in touch with us, here are some options: 
 

 Kath Beeck / Cam Beeck / The Beeck Brief 
 
              beeckbrief.wordpress.com 
 
               ckbeeck@gmail.com              
 

In Mozambique: CP 222, Lichinga, Niassa Province, Mozambique 

 
To pray about… 
 Praise God that we are still getting along well with our language helpers and our ability to engage with people is improving every day! 
 Praise God that we’ve all been really healthy! There are still very few mosquitoes around but it won’t be too long now before the rains come and the 

risk of malaria will increase.  
 Praise God for our growing team & wonderful volunteers to help us out.  
 Praise God that Paixão’s daughter’s arm and chest and face have healed beautifully! I saw her a few weeks ago and she is running around and able to 

move her shoulder and elbow really well! Amazing. 
 Praise God that the Falconers arrived safely! Please pray that our interactions with Immigration will go smoothly and they will be able to get their 

DIRES soon.  
 Please pray for Ayla and Ben, Sam, Elizabeth & Anna as they prepare to join us next year.  
 Please pray for our continued safety – especially on these crazy roads.  
 Praise God for Sally being here to help us out, she’s such a blessing.  
 Praise God for our wonderful team here – for great friendships and support.  
 Praise God that He has given us the energy to get out and about and meet more people.  
 Praise God that Cam’s less grumpy now with the new malaria prevention medication, his back has been a bit better lately too. 


